
WC Missions & Outreach Update
Game Day Sausage Balls Recipe

INSIDE THIS 
WEEK’S ISSUE

WC Christmas Festival
Dec. 2  |  See Page 4
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Please join us online or  
in person this weekend  

as we continue our sermon 
series “Wishbone.”  

We hope to see you soon! 

Theater 1 brought a little Paris and a lot of cattitude to the stage in Disney’s “The Aristocats KIDS.”

THE CAT’S MEOW
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HONDURAS cont’d on page 2

CONSTRUCTION cont’d on page 3
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Side by Side 
in Honduras

Mission Trip | Feb. 6-13 
Registration by Dec. 3

White’s Chapel is sponsoring 
its first adult mission trip to 
Honduras Feb. 6–13, 2027. 
Volunteers will spend the 

week working alongside residents on a 
specified project. Depending on what 
residents identify as a priority, the team 
might help pour a concrete floor, build a 
latrine or improve a village school. 

Registration closes Dec. 3, and space is 
limited to 24 participants.

White’s Chapel will partner with 
Honduras Outreach, Inc. (HOI), a faith-
based nonprofit that began with a small 
mission trip to Rancho El Paraíso in 1989. 
HOI programs have since reached more 
than 200 communities in the Agalta 
Valley and San Lorenzo. Visiting mission 
teams are only one part of its work, 
which also includes education, health 
care, agriculture and spiritual life.

HOI’s community development 
program starts with a profile of each 
village. The staff gathers information 
about how many families live there, 
how many homes they share and what 

The Secret to 
Thanksgiving
By Dr. John McKellar

In his sermon last week, Pastor Todd 
encouraged us to begin each morning 
with a simple prayer:

“Lord, help me recognize someone 
today who needs to know something 
of Your love. And if You give me the 

opportunity, help me not miss it.”

I’ve been thinking about that prayer 
ever since. And the more I think about it, 
the more I believe Todd has given us one 
of the great secrets to Thanksgiving.

A grateful heart begins with open 
eyes.

Isn’t it interesting how much of our 
unhappiness comes from focusing 
on ourselves? What we don’t have. 

A wooden nutcracker, a daring 
adventure and a world of 
dancing sweets—some 
Christmas traditions are too 

enchanting to outgrow.
Avant Chamber Ballet will bring 

that holiday magic to White’s Chapel 
when Apex Arts League presents 
“Nutcracker: Short & Suite” at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 29. The family-friendly 

performance offers an approximately 
one-hour introduction to the beloved 
ballet, accompanied by live piano music 
featuring Tchaikovsky’s familiar score.

For children discovering “The 
Nutcracker” for the first time, the 
shortened production offers an 
approachable way to experience 
professional ballet. For parents, 
grandparents and longtime fans, it 

provides an opportunity to revisit a 
holiday favorite and share its magic with 
another generation.

The traditional story begins on 
Christmas Eve, when a young girl named 
Clara receives a wooden nutcracker from 
her mysterious godfather, Drosselmeyer. 
What seems an ordinary gift becomes 

A “Suite” Start to the Holidays
Avant Chamber Ballet brings Christmas magic close to home

“Nutcracker: Short & Suite” | White’s Chapel | Sunday, Nov. 29 | 5:30 p.m. | Tickets: $10–$25

Did you know White’s Chapel 
has a Counseling Center 
right here on campus? For 
18 years, we’ve offered 

affordable, professional counseling to 
the White’s Chapel community and our 
neighbors. We’re delighted to welcome 
you to our new offices, all upstairs in 
the Spiritual Life Center next to the 

A New Place for Hope 
Meet the White’s Chapel counseling team and step inside their new home 

in the Spiritual Life Center.
Administration Building.

Counseling can be a place to build on 
what’s going well, grow closer as a family 
or find your footing in a new season. Our 
counselors offer a confidential place to 
talk about what matters to you and what 
you’d like to change. They draw on the 
teachings of Jesus as appropriate to 
each client’s needs.

We’d love for you to get to know 
some of the counselors who make 
this ministry possible. If a counselor’s 
experience seems like a good fit for you 
or your family, reach out directly to ask 
a question or schedule an appointment. 
We offer in-person and telehealth 

By Debbie McKellar

The crane arrived at White’s 
Chapel in late October, and for a 
few days it seemed to have the 
best parking spot on campus. 

It certainly had the best view. From up 
there, you could see the steel going up 
for the Youth Center’s third-floor addition. 
From down here, you could see that your 
usual route through the parking lot might 
require a little imagination.

Staff members were asked to park in 
the side lots during crane operations, 
leaving spaces at the front for guests 
and giving everyone a little more room to 
get around. As steelwork continued the 
following week, the Tuesday Bible Study 
buses kept their regular drop-off spot. 
Getting out took a little maneuvering. 
After dropping off passengers, drivers 
had to turn back the way they came. 
Even the buses had to learn a new way 
around campus.

The Fish Have a Say
Meanwhile, some of the most important 

work has been happening below eye 
level. If you wondered why there was 
a sizable hole near the rear Welcome 
Doors, here’s why. Crews were laying 
pipe from the middle of the parking lot 
toward those doors, requiring a need to  
partially drain the pond. The new system 
will connect to existing storm drains, 
giving rainwater (when we get it…) a 

The Crane Has Landed
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and musician together as Tchaikovsky’s 
melodies shift from playful excitement to 

delicate, dreamlike beauty.
White’s Chapel is 

fortunate to welcome 
Avant Chamber Ballet and 
to serve as a gathering 
place where the wider 
community can experience 
the arts. Through its 
partnership with Apex 
Arts League, the church 
offers families throughout 
North Tarrant County a 
convenient venue for 
professional performances, 
bringing a cherished 
holiday tradition close to 
home.

For families in Southlake, Keller, 
Grapevine and surrounding communities, 
the evening offers an opportunity to 
enjoy ballet together without a trip to 
Dallas. It also reflects the joy of opening 
the church’s doors to neighbors for an 
experience that can become part of their 
own holiday traditions.

Whether the evening marks a child’s 
first ballet or a familiar family outing, 
“Nutcracker: Short & Suite” offers a 
festive pause during a busy season—a 
chance to sit together, listen and step 
into a story where an ordinary Christmas 
gift opens the door to something 
extraordinary.

Tickets: $10–$25; available 
at apexartsleague.com or at the door.
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Honduras
Cont’d from page 1

FINANCIALS
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Nutcracker
Cont’d from page 1

Game-DayGame-Day

Make-ahead tip: Shape the sausage balls a day in advance, 
cover and refrigerate. Bake them shortly before leaving for the party.

Ingredients
1 pound breakfast sausage

2 cups biscuit baking mix

2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese

1/4 cup milk

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder (optional)

Ranch dressing or honey mustard for dipping (optional)

Directions
Heat the oven to 375 degrees. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper or lightly coat it with cooking spray.

In a large bowl, combine the sausage, baking mix, cheese, milk 
and garlic powder. Mix with clean hands until the ingredients are 
evenly combined.

Shape the mixture into 1-inch balls and arrange them about 1 inch 
apart on the prepared baking sheet. Makes approximately 36 
sausage balls.

Bake for 18 to 22 minutes, or until the sausage balls are browned and 
cooked through. Transfer them to a paper towel-lined plate before 
packing or serving.

Serve warm or at room temperature with ranch 
dressing or honey mustard.

services they can access. In some 
villages, families live in single-room 
homes with dirt floors and limited access 
to running water or sanitation. A village 
might decide that some homes need 
showers or that families sharing one 
room could use more space. Residents 
contribute their time and labor, and part 
of each volunteer’s trip fee pays for 
supplies.

The White’s Chapel team will stay 
in dorms at Rancho El Paraíso. HOI 
provides meals and security and takes 
volunteers from the ranch to the village 
each day. Returning to the same village 
throughout the week gives volunteers 
time to get to know the people they’re 
working with.

Beverly Strait, one of the White’s 
Chapel team leaders, has seen how that 
partnership works. On a previous trip, her 
team worked in a village where a church 
needed a restroom. Residents dug the 
pit, and volunteers helped mix cement 
and pass it in buckets. Every village has 
its own recipe for mixing cement, Strait 
said. Volunteers who’ve never mixed a 
batch can learn from the people who do 
it there.

“It’s their work. We’re just there to 
assist,” Strait said.

In 2015, Strait flew from Kentucky, 
where she was living at the time, to 
Texas to join a friend on a mission trip 
to Honduras. She returned on later trips 
with teams from other churches and saw 
how the work varied from one village 
to the next. Those experiences helped 
inspire the trip she’ll co-lead for White’s 
Chapel. The specific February project is 
still undecided.

Strait said that in some communities, 
the government has provided a school 

building, and visiting teams have helped 
supply what goes inside. The jobs can be 
as simple as painting desks and chairs or 
putting things on classroom walls. What 
the volunteers do depends on what the 
school already has and what residents 
say would help.

Strait also described differences in 
the basic services available from one 
community to the next. She said most 
villages in the area have electricity, but 
access to running water is still limited. 
Water management and filtration 
are among the needs HOI is helping 
communities address.

For Strait, the chance to work side by 
side for a full week is one of the reasons 
she keeps going back. She talked about 
getting past language barriers and how 
much she enjoys spending time with the 
children. She remembers how amazed 
they were that people would give their 
time to come help. Those encounters 
are part of what she hopes White’s 
Chapel volunteers will experience for 
themselves.

The $1,800 trip cost includes airfare, 
two hotel nights, lodging at the ranch, 
meals, transportation and security. HOI 
handles arrangements in Honduras, 
while Strait helps coordinate the trip at 
White’s Chapel. She is available to talk 
with prospective volunteers about what 
to expect, from where they’ll stay to what 
a typical day in the village looks like.

Anyone considering the trip can stop 
by the information table in the concourse 
Sunday, Nov. 15. Packets will include 
background on Honduras and HOI, 
along with photos from previous trips. 
It’s a chance to see some of the work 
previous teams have done and ask 
questions before deciding whether to go. 
Additional questions may be discussed 
with Strait. 
Beverly Strait | bcher06@gmail.com  
(817) 247-5982
Honduras Outreach, Inc. | hoi.org

the beginning of an 
extraordinary adventure as 
Clara encounters an army 
of mice, a brave Nutcracker 
Prince and a magical 
kingdom filled with sweets.

Among the ballet’s best-
known characters are the 
mischievous Mouse King 
and the elegant Sugar Plum  
Fairy. Their contrasting 
personalities help create 
a world in which danger, 
courage and wonder 
unfold through movement and music. 
Even audience members unfamiliar with 
ballet can follow the emotions expressed 
through a dancer’s gestures, a dramatic 
entrance or a playful exchange.

“Short & Suite” condenses the holiday 
classic into a program emphasizing 
its memorable dancing and music. 
The shorter format makes it especially 
appealing for families with young 
children while offering plenty for 
experienced ballet audiences to enjoy.

Young viewers can discover how 
dancers tell a story without speaking, 
while adults may recognize musical 
passages they have heard during 
Christmas celebrations for years. Live 
piano accompaniment brings dancers 

http://apexartsleague.com
mailto:bcher06@gmail.com
http://hoi.org
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Counselors
Cont’d from page 1

Honduras Mission Trip
Feb. 6–13, 2027 
Rancho El Paraíso, Honduras 
Honduras Outreach International 

Join us as we partner with Honduras 
Outreach International to support 
Hondurans in the Agalta Valley at Rancho 
El Paraíso in central Honduras. HOI 
strengthens people through faith and 
partnership to transform the lives of local 
Hondurans and the ranch’s volunteers. 
Volunteers will have the opportunity to 
serve in a range of different capacities, 
from VBS to local village construction 
projects. 

Registration is currently open and will 
close on Dec. 3. The total cost of the trip 
is $1,800. 

For questions or more information, 
contact Beverly Strait.
Beverly Strait at bcher06@gmail.com

Cooking with Care
Second, Third and Fourth Monday of 
each month | 9:20 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Ronald McDonald House of Greater 
Fort Worth 

Each Month, volunteers help serve a 
warm, nutritious meal for families staying 
at Ronald McDonald House so they can 
focus on the health of their child. A group 
from White’s Chapel travels to Fort Worth 
three times a month to help prepare and 
serve the meal. White’s Chapel makes 
a monthly donation to cover the cost of 
ingredients and support this “Meals With 
a Heart” program.

At Ronald McDonald House Greater 
Fort Worth, families are surrounded with 
comfort, care and support so they can 
focus on what matters most—their child. 
Families have access to home-cooked 
meals, activities, indoor and outdoor 
spaces, laundry facilities, Wi-Fi and other 
essential resources designed to make 
their stay feel a little more like home. All 
of these services are provided at no cost 
to families.

Meals are served three times a month 
on the second, third and fourth Monday. 
Volunteers must bring a valid driver’s 
license. Volunteers meet at 9:20 a.m. 
and carpool together, returning at 2 p.m. 
For more information, please contact Jill 
Carter. 
Jill Carter | jillcarter7100@gmail.com

Mary and Martha
Want to get involved but not sure 

where to start—then become part of 
Mary and Martha!

This exceptional group of volunteers 
serves in many different ways. Their 
frequent activities include Home with 
a Heart, Health and Hygiene Drive, 
Angel Tree Forest, Military Box Packing 
assistance, and Virtual Baby Showers 
for mothers in need.  They also take on 
various projects that may arise within the 
church. This is a great way to participate 
in one or many ways! Volunteers 
interested in assisting will receive emails 
as opportunities arise. 

Please contact Martha Reukema at 
mreukema@mac.com or Sharon Nelson 
at sharonann.nelson@yahoo.com to be 
added to the email list!

Teacher Appreciation at Partner Schools
We are excited to announce that 

we are adding two additional partner 
schools to our Teacher Appreciation 
program—Bellaire Elementary in Hurst 
and Silver Lake Elementary in Grapevine-
Colleyville thanks to two new volunteer 
leads! Volunteers deliver monthly food 
and snacks for teachers, Christmas treats 
and gifts, Teacher Appreciation cards 
and gift cards, and other fun surprises 
for teachers and staff. We also offer this 
special program at Van-Zandt Guinn 
Elementary in Fort Worth and O.H. Stowe 
Elementary in Haltom City. Tutoring 
is also available at many of these 
schools to support the students in their 
educational journey.

A recent note of gratitude from 
Jacqui Sargent, Counselor at Bellaire, 
"Your church community has been a 
real blessing to our staff, students and 
community! We appreciate all that you all 
do!"

If you are interested in participating 
in this program at one or more of the 
schools, please contact Hayley Little at 
hlittle@whiteschapel.org to find out more 
and get you plugged in!

Mark Your Calendars
Angel Tree Forest: Volunteers will be 
accepting the gifts until Dec. 6.

Super Saturday: Rise Against Hunger: 
Saturday, Jan. 23 | Evans Hall 

Construction
Cont’d from page 1

appointments, and some counselors 
have evening or weekend hours. Most 
counselors work on a sliding scale fee, 
but not all of them. Once clients make 
an appointment, they may simply ask the 
counselor what the fee schedule is.

Dr. Franz Klutschkowski, Ed.D.  
Executive Director

Dr. Franz leads the 
White’s Chapel Counseling 
Center.  He has served as 
executive director since 
2010. He brings more than 
50 years of experience 

to his work with clients facing anxiety, 
depression, stress, addictive behaviors 
and family concerns. He earned a 
master’s degree in psychology from 
Wichita State University and a doctorate 
in counseling from Texas A&M University. 
He and his wife, Cheryl, moved here to 
be near their grandchildren. Cheryl sings 
in the White’s Chapel choir, and Dr. Franz, 
a former marathon runner, still walks 
several miles most days.
Franz Klutschkowski | drfranz@whiteschapel.org 
(940) 727-8586

Cara Burris, LCSW  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Burris has worked 
part time at White’s 
Chapel since August 
2018. Her clients include 
adolescents and adults, 
with a particular focus 

on teens and young adults. She holds 
a master’s degree in social work and a 
bachelor’s degree in development and 
family studies, with a minor in counseling. 
She offers telehealth appointments in 
the late afternoon, early evening and 
on weekends. Outside work, she enjoys 
discovering coffee shops and exploring 
parks and trails with her husband and 
their two children.
Cara Burris | cburris@whiteschapel.org 
(469) 607-8708

Holly Edwards, M.A., LPC 
Licensed Professional Counselor

Edwards works with 
individuals ages 15 
and older, couples and 
families. She helps clients 

work through grief, anxiety, conflict 
and relationship stress. She also has 
experience supporting people who 
care for loved ones with special needs 
or dementia. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from Montana State 
University and a master’s degree in 
professional counseling from Amberton 
University. Edwards has been a White’s 
Chapel member for 20 years. She and 
her husband have two adult children and 
a daughter-in-law.
Holly Edwards | hedwards@whiteschapel.org 
(817) 846-5669

Dr. Nina Rios-Doria, PhD, LPC
PhD, Licensed Professional Counselor

Rios-Doria works with 
clients including athletes 
and professionals, helping 
them navigate anxiety, 
stress, life transitions 
and relationship 
challenges. She also 

offers performance coaching to help 
clients build confidence and focus. She 
has more than 20 years of counseling 
experience, including nearly nine at 
White’s Chapel. She earned a doctorate 
in human development from Texas 
Woman’s University and a master’s 
degree in counseling from Dallas Baptist 
University. She sees clients Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. In her free 
time, she enjoys being with family and 
friends, running and playing the harp.
Nina Rios-Doria | nrios@whiteschapel.org  
(817) 657-6277

Boyd Shannon, M.A., LPC  
Licensed Professional Counselor

Shannon works with 
clients ages 12 and older, 
with a focus on teens and 
young adults. He helps 
individuals and families 
work through anxiety, 

depression, grief and family concerns. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in history and 
education from Texas Tech University 
and a master’s degree in counseling 
from Texas Woman’s University. He spent 
29 years in public education and now 
coordinates grief and aftercare for a local 
funeral home company. He sees clients 
Wednesday evenings. Shannon enjoys 
fishing, hiking and cooking for family and 
friends. He and his wife have two adult 
children.
Boyd Shannon | bshannon@whiteschapel.org 
(817) 360-2300

route to the pond and helping keep the 
anticipated rainwater from collecting in 
the parking lot. Paige DoByns, White’s 
Chapel’s executive director of operations 
and security, and Nick Schrader, the 
church’s facilities manager, have been 
working with the construction team to 
coordinate access to the front entrance.

Which brings us to the question some 
of you—including Craig Rowley (official 
pond protector)—were already asking: 
What about the fish?

“The fish should be fine,” DoByns said. 
Magnolia Fisheries visited the site and 
agreed the pond level could be lowered 
while leaving enough water for the 
fish. The plan is to lower it gradually to 
minimize disruption to neighbors.

Of course, there goes our big 
fundraising idea. We were going to 
mount a singing fish on a plaque and 
call it Bass for the Building. For an extra 
donation, we’d make it stop singing.

Things Are Looking Up
Exterior framing is underway for the 

Youth Center’s third-floor addition and is 
expected to continue through November. 
Roofing is tentatively planned, weather 
and scheduling permitting. The team is 
aiming to get the addition “in the dry” 
the week of Nov. 23. That’s construction 
shorthand for getting the building 
protected from the weather so work can 
move ahead inside.

There’s also something in the works 
at ground level that will be much more 
fun to look at than a drainage pipe. New 

artwork is being designed for an 8-by-
20-foot feature wall in the Youth Center
entrance, near the ramp to the gym.
Outside, crews are adding fall color to
planting beds around campus.

Two pieces of paperwork have moved 
forward, too. The Tri-County easement 
agreement has been signed, and the 
property plat has been submitted for 
review. Neither required a crane, which 
may be why you didn’t notice.

Cone Sweet Cone
As you come and go, please follow 

posted parking and traffic directions 
and keep areas marked by cones and 
barricades clear. “Just be mindful of 
where you’re walking out in the parking 
lot,” DoByns said. “Watch for loose dirt 
and uneven ground near active work 
areas. If you use a walker or wheelchair, 
look for a parking space with a clear, 
even route to the doors. With December 
activities just ahead, a little extra 
patience in the parking lot will help 
guests, staff and construction crews get 
where they need to go safely.”

Thank you for making room for the 
work, whether that has meant parking 
a little farther away or taking a different 
turn on your way out. As DoByns put it, 
“We can share in those growing pains 
and get through those together.”

There’s something fitting about that as 
we head into Advent. We’re making room 
for more young people to gather, find 
friends and grow in their faith. Someday 
they’ll walk through those doors and 
head up to the third floor without giving a 
thought to how it got there. 

Those of us who remember the crane, 
the cones and the great fish question will 
have a story to tell.
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Thrive Friendsgiving
Saturday, Nov. 14 | 1–3 p.m.

It’s time for Thrive Friendsgiving! We’re 
bringing our Thrive families together 
for an afternoon of good food, silly fun, 
friendship and plenty of reasons to be 
thankful.

It’s a potluck, so bring a favorite dish to 
share. Grandma’s famous Thanksgiving 
recipe, your child’s favorite snack or the 
dessert everyone fights over—we want it 
all!

Come just as you are. There’s room at 
the Thrive table for every person, every 
family and every ability.
Chelsea Cooper | ccooper@whiteschapel.org

WC Kids Family Mission Project
Sunday, Nov. 15 | 12:30–2 p.m. 
Evans Hall

We invite you to join us for our very 
first WC Kids Family Mission Project. 
This special project involves supporting 
Operation Christmas Child. By filling 
ordinary shoeboxes with toys and other 
fun items, you can help provide boys 
and girls with what may be their first gift 
ever! These shoebox gifts are distributed 
by local churches in more than 100 
nations during festive events where 
the Gospel is shared in a child-friendly 

manner. Each box, filled with items like 
soccer balls, dolls or stuffed animals, 
serves as a tangible expression of God's 
love to the child, their family and their 
community. During the event, families 
will come together to select gifts to send 
to children in need around the world. A 
pizza lunch and all gift supplies will be 
provided. There is a $10 registration fee 
per child to help cover processing and 
shipping costs for the shoeboxes.
Erin Zajac | ezajac@whiteschapel.org

Angel Tree Forest
Gifts due Dec. 6

The Angel Tree Forest once again fills 
the corridors at White’s Chapel, continuing 
a tradition that began 19 years ago. Each 
tree holds tags for people served by 
a particular group, so participants can 
choose an area of outreach that matters 
to them. Families and individuals can 
adopt an angel by choosing a tag, 
purchasing the gifts listed and returning 
by Dec. 6. Each tag typically lists the 
recipient’s name and one or more 
requested gifts. Participants can also 
make a donation or volunteer to sort 
gifts or deliver them to partner agencies. 
Gifts may be dropped off during church 
business hours.
Martha Reukema | mreukema@mac.com

Prayer List

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

Malta Akins, Edar Alcances, Jackie Allen, Dudley Barnes, Mike Betts, Linda Bloom, Sherri 
Bobbit, Ellen Bratton and Floyd McGlothin, Jordan Brett, Ryan Burns, Jack Campbell, 
Scott Chilcutt, Lola Cobb, Carolyn Cockerell, Bill Cook, Jimmie Nell Cook, Miles Cook, 
Corrina Cooper, Sallie Corbitt, Carol and Ken Dominiec, Melodi Doran, Hyett Drum, 
Nancy Elberg, Jeff Evans, Linda Evans, Ralph Evans, Brody Fisher, Frank Gabriel, Jeff 
and Leslie Giles, Shelly Gillette, Sharon Gillis, Brenda Glimstad, Richard Goble, Landon 
Goin and Family, Patricia Goodman, Buddy Hall, Mike Hall, Sheena Hall, Ann Hardy, 
Bob Harvey, Janet Hassell, Gary Hennerberg, Bill Hood, Todd Howard, Dixie Hubbard, 
Jay Humphrey, Noah Johnston, Marthajane King, Dolores Kopesec, Connie Lamb, Eric 
Larson, Michael Lee, Bob Leonhart, Carol Lloyd, Chris and Erica Lucas, Michael Lucas, 
Lori Eagleston Luedtke, Viki Luster, Taylor Lynde, Michael Lyons, Libby Manus, Carl 
Matthys, Jim Maxwell, Kim Maynard, Bill McCrea, Courtney McDougal, Sue McNutt, 
Ashley Miller, Jennie Millett, Gary Nesbitt, Christopher Owen, Oleta Paige, Sandy 
Panich, Jennifer Parks, Azor Phelps Sr., Dana Pierce, Jim Posey, Bill Preston, Matt Pullin, 
Brent Ratliff, Davis Rector, Charlie Reynolds, Kathryn Robbins, Angelo Rodriquez, Kirk 
Rogers, William Rowntree and Family, Darrell Schirmer, Patricia Shelhorse, Judy Smith, 
Frank Sprufera, Charles Stahl, Julie Stapleton, Jamieson Stewart, Grey Stinson, Steve 
Swanston, Harold Swenson, Jerry Tassa, Randy Thomas, Krysten Torrez, Faye Townsend, 
Kevin Townson, Jennifer Vasek, Brad Veach, Tom Walker, Taren Walters, Rick Warner, 
Sherry Wermuth, Megan and Eric Whitehead, Don Whitten, Barbara Whorton-Farley, 
Danny Wilkins, John Will, Dianne Willliams, Carroll Willis, Vicki Winn, Melinda Witt, Manny 
Wittaker, Eveline Zervoulakos, Ezra, Theo, Emersyn. Recent deaths: The Family of 
Dorothy Hurst Anderson, The Family of Mark Cavender, The Family of Sullivan Donahue, 
The Family of Gary Fazio, The Family of Joe Fox, The Family of David Lester, The Family 
of Gary Nordling, Anita Preston and Family, The Family of Sara Quinto, The 
Family of Linda Tankersley, The Family of Sharon Valentine.
Submit names via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.
(Names will remain on this prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified via 
QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.)

Musings
Cont’d from page 1

What hasn’t gone our way. What 
somebody said about us. What we 
wish were different. We can become so 
preoccupied with our own little world 
that we miss the wonderful things God is 
doing all around us.

It’s hard to count your blessings 
when you’re busy counting your 
disappointments!

But something wonderful happens 
when we begin looking outward instead 
of inward. We start noticing people. 
The lonely widow sitting by herself. The 
young mother juggling three children and 
a grocery cart. The tired employee who 
could use an encouraging word. The 
friend whose smile is hiding a broken 
heart.

And suddenly, ordinary moments 
become holy opportunities.

A telephone call. A handwritten note. 
A listening ear. A kind word. A little 
unexpected generosity. None of these 
things will make the evening news, but 
they just might make somebody’s day. 

They might even change somebody’s life.
And here’s the beautiful surprise: When 

we become a blessing to someone else, 
we discover how blessed we really are.

That’s the way God’s Spirit works. The 
more love we give away, the more love 
we discover. The more encouragement 
we offer, the more encouraged we 
become. The more we notice God's 
goodness in others, the more grateful we 
become for His goodness to us.

So here’s my invitation for the next few 
weeks. Before you reach for your phone, 
your coffee, or your list of things to worry 
about, begin your day with Todd’s little 
prayer.

Then pay attention. Keep your eyes 
open. Look for the person God puts in 
your path.

Because Thanksgiving isn’t simply a 
holiday we celebrate. It’s a way of life we 
cultivate.

And perhaps the quickest way to fill our 
hearts with gratitude is to spend our days 
filling somebody else's heart with love.

After all, the happiest people aren't 
necessarily those who have the most 
blessings. They’re the ones who 
recognize their blessings—and become 
one to somebody else.

Scan the 
QR code to 
sign up for 

volunteering 
opportunities.
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